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United Nations
% Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

w FIELD UPDATE ON GAZA FROMTHE HUMANITARIAN COORDINATOR
8 January 2009, 17.00 hours

UNRWA suspends relief operations in the Gaza Strip until security can be guaranteed

PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS

On 8 January, a UN-contracted convoy transporting food through the Erez crossing was shelled. One
UNRWA-contracted worker was killed and two injured. At approximately 14.00, a UN convoy of two
armoured vehicles escorted an ambulance through Gaza City to recover the body of a local UN staff
member during the scheduled humanitarian cease-fire. On Salah Ed Din Street the vehicles were targeted
by three rounds of small arms fire. One armoured vehicle was hit. Two international staff were in the
vehicle, but no casualties were reported. The movement of the convoy had been coordinated in advance
and the UN vehicles were clearly identified. UNRWVA has announced that it is temporarily suspending its
operations until real security guarantees can be ensured.

Following repeated requests since 3 |anuary for safe passage, four ambulances from the ICRC and PRCS
succeeded in reaching several buildings in the Zeitoun neighbourhood which had been the scene of
heavy Israeli shelling. In total, I8 wounded and 12 other survivors were evacuated by donkey cart to the
ambulances, as military fortifications prevented the ambulances from reaching the houses. “The ICRC/
PRCS team found four small children next to their dead mothers in one of the houses. They were too weak
to stand up on their own. In all there were at lcast 12 corpsces lying on mattresses”, according to the ICRC
press rclecase. The ICRC stated that the IDF did not assist the wounded and dclaycd access to medical
assistancc, and has demanded safc passage for ICRC and PRCS ambulances to scarch for other wounded
who remain trapped in ncighbouring houscs.
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